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University of Houston
"The Accelerating Universe"
Astronomers have discovered some unusual
properties of the expanding universe. Albert
Einstein predicted and Edwin Hubble confirmed that the universe is expanding, but it
was long believed that this expansion would
be slowing down because gravity would tend
to make the universe collapse. Now, we know
that the expansion is not slowing down, but
accelerating. The cause of this is currently
called 'dark energy' but the details remain to
be discovered. Dr. Pinsky will bring us up to
date on the latest research in this area.
If cosmology is your interest, this is your month.
Our presenter:
Dr Lawrence Pinsky at
the University of Houston
is an advisor to the
Houston Astronomical
Society. He is the
Professor and Chair of
the Physics department at
the university.

HAS Web Page:
http://www.AstronomyHouston.org

See the GuideStar's Monthly Calendar of Events
to confirm dates and times of all events for the
month, and check the Web Page for any last minute
changes.

Schedule of meeting activities:
All meetings are at the University of Houston Science and
Research building. See the inside back cover for a map to
the location.
Novice meeting: .............................. 7:00 p.m.
Site orientation meeting: ................ 7:00 p.m.
Classroom 121
General meeting: ............................ 8:00 p.m.
Room 117

See last page for a map
and more information.
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The Houston Astronomical Society
The Houston Astronomical Society is a non-profit corporation organized under section 501 (C) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code. The Society
was formed for education and scientific purposes. All contributions
and gifts are deductible for federal income tax purposes. General
membership meetings are open to the public and attendance is
encouraged.
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Welcome to New Members!
The Houston Astronomical Society encourages you to join our group of
active amateur astronomiers and take advantage of the benefits of
membership. As a member you'll have access to the club observing site
near Columbus, Texas. (You're required to participate in a site orientation
meeting before you get the gate lock combination.) The site has concrete
pads for setting up your telescope, restroom and bunkhouse facilities,
and areas set aside for camping. You'll get monthly issues of the
GuideStar newsletter, you'll get to vote and to serve the organization as
an officer, and you will be supporting the local amateur astronomy
community.

Ad-Hoc Committee Chairpersons
Historian ............................................ Leland Dolan ........................... 713-688-0981
Librarian ............................................ Peggy Gilchrist ....................... 281-443-8773
Logo Mds Sales ................................. Judy Dye ................................. 281-498-1703
Long Range Plan ............................... Bill Leach ................................ 281-893-4057
Parliamentarian .................................. Kirk Kendrick ........................... 281-391-3834
Publ. Star Party .................................. Marg Nunez ........................... 713-529-2549
Rice U. Coord. ................................... Matt Delevoryas ...................... 713-666-9428
Schedule Obs'v't'y .............................. Steve Goldberg ....................... 713-721-5077
Texas Star Pty .................................... Steve Goldberg ....................... 713-721-5077

Special Interest Groups & Help Committees
These are now listed on the inside of GuideStar (not every month). See the Table of Contents

Advisors
Dr. Reginald DuFour, Rice Univ.
Dr. Lawrence Pinsky, U. of H.
Lawrence Armendarez, U. of St. Thomas

Dues and Membership Information
Annual Dues:Regular ............................................. $33.00
Associate
......................................................... $5.00
Sustaining
....................................................... $50.00
Student
......................................................... $5.00
Honorary
.................................................... None
All members have the right to participate in Society functions and to use the
Observatory Site. Regular and Student Members receive a subscription to The
Reflector. Regular, Student, and Honorary Members receive The GuideStar.
Associate Members, imm ediate family members of a Regular Member, have all
membership rights, but do not receive publications. Sustaining members have
the same rights as regular members with the additional dues treated as a donation
to the Society. Sky & Telescope mag $32.95/year, Astronomy mag $29/year -see club treasurer.
Membership Application: Send funds to address shown on outside cover of
GuideStar. Attention - Treasurer, along with the following information: Name,
Address, Phone Number, Special Interests in Astronomy, Do you own a
Telescope? (If so, what kind?), and where you first heard of H.A.S.

Special Interest Group Listing
Any member who wants specific information on a SIG listed below may
call the listed individual. Also, see the "Ad Hoc Committee Chairpersons" on the inside front cover and the "Special Help Volunteers" listing
(not in every issue).

Advanced .......................... Bill Leach .................
Comets ............................. Don Pearce ..............
Lunar & Planetary ............. John Blubaugh .........
Occultations & Grazes ...... Wayne Hutchison .....
Advanced .......................... Bill Leach .................

281-893-4057
713-432-0734
713-921-4275
713-827-0828
281-893-4057

Other Meetings...
Fort Bend Astronomy Club meets the third Friday of the month at 8:00
p.m. at the First Colony conference Center. Novice meeting begins
at 7:00, regular meeting begins at 8:00. Web site: http://
www.fbac.org
Johnson Space Center Astronomical Society meets in the the Lunar
and Planetary Institute on the 2nd Friday of each month. Web site:
http://www.ghgcorp.com/cbr/jscas.html
North Houston Astronomy Club meets at 7:30 p.m. on the 4th Friday
of each month in the Teaching Theatre of the Student Center at
Kingwood College.Call 281-312-1650 or Emailbill.leach@nhmccd.edu.
Web site: www.astronomyclub.org

GuideStar, Page 2

President's Corner
April 2004

by Steve Sartor

The list of those that are voluntarily opting
out of the home delivered GuideStar has
started to trail off a little. We were hoping to
whittle the list of mail outs down to less than
100 by now, but haven’t quite gotten there
yet. We are, however, sending out 1/3 less
GuideStars now than when we started this
drive. Remember, the GuideStar has been
consuming 30% of our dues, so if you have
the capabilities, please give Bill Flanagan or
Steve Sartor a call and volunteer. We are
still looking for volunteers to download and
print their GuideStar off the Internet, thus
saving the HAS the printing and mailing
cost of those copies. .
The latest Hubble Ultra Deep Field photographs were just released and I have been in
“awe” of what they show. I’ve downloaded a
112,634 KB single photograph and by zooming in with PhotoShop, I too, can play
Hubble with the Ultra Deep Field. In the
photograph there are areas of black; no stars,
nothing, but by zooming in on these blank
areas I can see many smaller galaxies hiding
in the background. Tadpoles, commas,
hearts, slivers, galaxies with straight sides,
red ones, orange ones, greens, blues, yellows,
wow. I’ve even found a smudge that resembles Gonzo. What a great hobby!
Now there comes news of a newly discovered
body well beyond the orbit of Pluto. As in all
discoveries, this is exciting news. We know
this stuff is out there; it’s just a matter of
finding it. What’s next?

As for my own triumphs in astrophotography. …. Well, let me quote Thomas
Edison:
“I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000
ways that won’t work.”

Steve Sartor

Membership Renewals...
Please check the mailing label on your
copy of the GuideStar, or check your
email if you get an electronic copy of
the GuideStar.
It'll tell you when your membership expires. If
it expires soon, please send your renewal to
the address on the outside cover of GuideStar.
The dues information is on page 2.
Membership in the Houston Astronomical
Society is one of the great bargains in
Astronomy.For a regular membership of $33
you get the opportunity to support an active
and growing organization, you get the monthly
GuideStar newsletter, and you get access to
the outstanding H.A.S. observing site near
Columbus, Texas. (You must attend an orientation, given monthly, to use the site.) And,
after two months of membership you can
borrow, at no charge, one of the Society's
loaner telescopes. It's the best deal in town,
we think. Please renew your membership
when it expires.

Thanks!
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Houston Astronomical Society
General Membership Meeting
Friday, March 5, 2004
University of Houston

Minutes

1. President Steve Sartor called the meeting to order at
8:12 PM.
2. The membership voted to change the date of the
September general membership meeting from the
first Friday, September 3, 2004, to the second
Friday, September 10, 2004 due to the Labor Day
holiday.
3. The availability of the novice and site orientation
classes was announced.
4. There were 4 new members:
Jim Hobelman
hjames@houston.rr.com
Mike Edstrom
Kevin Boudreaux
Wendy Wentworth
5. Several guests were introduced.
6. A mini PowerPoint presentation produced by Bill
Leach and Steve Sartor introduced guests and new
members to the society.
7. Clayton Jeeter introduced the loaner telescope of the
month.
8. Ken Miller announced a novice observation session on
Saturday, March 13 at his Rafter M. Ranch at 5 PM.
9. Jack Cotter sends his thanks for the get-well card.
10. Bill Pellerin was applauded for his improvements in
the GudieStar and its availability on the website.
11. Steve Goldberg announced that Texas Star Party
reservations fees were due soon.
12. Steve Goldberg has given a memento to commemorate
his many years of service as the society’s webmaster.

Want Ads
For Sale: Celestron C5+ ( Schmidt-Cassegrain ) with diagonal,
eyepiece, anda wooden tripod. Paid $1000.00 for asking
$500.00.

13. Steve Goldberg passed around a
petition promoting the Fort Bend
County light ordinance. The hearing
is at the commissioner’s court in
Richmond on Tuesday, March 16 at 1
PM.
14. Judy Dye announced what logo
merchandise was still available in
the inventory.
15. Amelia Goldberg presented Jay
Levy with the Meteor Club Astronomical League certificate.
16. James Wooten asked for volunteers
to bring solar telescopes \ H-alpha
filters to the Houston Museum of
Natural Science to celebrate SunEarth Day on Saturday, March 20 at
10 AM.
17. Bill Flannagan announced that the
Sky Tools software was available at a
discounted cost.
18. Don Pearce gave the “Comet Report”.
19. John
Blubaugh
introduced
the
speaker:
Bart Fried
spoke on
“Uncle
John”

Bart Fried

Meade 10" Model 2120/LX6 (Schmidt-Cassegrain). Comes
with tripod,diagonal, eyepiece, and has smart drive (Quartz
Electronic Drive System) , digital readout hand controller,
telescope case, and operating instruction manuals. Asking
$800.
NelsonHagelgans
nehag1@hal-pc.org
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April/May

Check the web site:

Calendar:
Date Time

Event

www.astronomyhouston.org
Webmaster: Bob Rogers
siteworker@juno.com
Photo by Scott Mitchell

The Houston Astronomical Society Web page
has information on the society, its resources,
and meeting information.

April
2

7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

4

2:00 a.m.

5
10
11
17
19
27

6:03 a.m.
10:46 p.m.
8:21 a.m.
12:32 p.m.

Novice Presentation - U of H.
General membership meeting U of H.
Presentation by Dr. Larry Pinsky (“The
Accelerating Universe”)
Standard Time Ends. Daylight Saving Time begins.
Set clocks forward 1 hour.
Full Moon
Members Observatory Night – Columbus
Last Quarter Moon
Prime Night-Columbus
New Moon
First Quarter Moon

Want your astronomy work and name on the
Internet for the whole world to see? Have some
neat equipment? Pictures in film, CCD, hand
drawings or video format are all welcome on the
page. Do you have an idea to improve the page?
I’m listening. Send me Email at
siteworker@juno.com.

May
4
7
8
11
15
16
18
27

3:33 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
6:04 a.m.

11:52 p.m.
2:57 a.m.

Full Moon
Novice Presentation - U of H.
General membership meeting U of H.
Presentation by Triple Nickel (“Neutrinos”)
Members Observatory Night – Columbus
Last Quarter Moon
Prime Night-Columbus
Texas Star Party begins in Ft. Davis, and goes until
May 23
New Moon
First Quarter Moon

Send calendar events to JBlubaugh@aol.com
or call 713-921-4275.

Steve Goldberg was recognized
at the March meeting for his
contributions to the society as
webmaster for many years.

GuideStar deadline
for the May
issue
is April 15
GuideStar, Page 5

Observations... of the editor
by Bill Pellerin, GuideStar Editor
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Spring has begun by the time you read this. It starts tonight, or more
accurately, tomorrow morning. The first moment of spring is at 00:49 on
March 20th. The definition of the start of spring (in the northern hemisphere) is when the sun is moving north and crosses the equator of the earth.
The sun crosses the equator twice a year, once at the beginning of spring,
and once at the beginning of fall. The first day of spring is called the vernal
equinox -- the day in spring in which there's an equal amount of daylight and
darkness. From now on, until the fall equinox, there will be more daylight
than darkness.
The downside to amateur astronomers is that the days get longer, and the
nights get shorter, so there's less time for observing. This does help resolve
the problem that dinner time interfered with observing time.
Thanks to all of you who provided me some feedback on the new GuideStar.
Jay Levy has asked that we post a high resolution (large file size) and a low
resolution version (smaller file size) on the web site. This is easy to do, and
accommodates those of us who have low speed Internet connections. The
primary difference will be the quality of the images.
There are two books in the Patrick Moore's 'Practical Astronomy' that I want
to recommend to you. One of these has been mentioned in these pages
already. The Observer's Guide to Stellar Evolution by Mike Inglis will
take the observer through some of the physics of star formation (written for
the lay-person), and will provide you with lists of objects to see that
represent all the stages of stellar evolution. There's an excellent discussion
of the H-R diagram and many color and black & white images. The chapters
are what you'd expect: 1. Stellar Evolution, 2. The Basics; 3.Beginnings -Star Birth; 4. The End Point -- Star Death. If this topic interests you, you'll
want this book. The only downside is the price -- $44.95 in paperback. Ouch!!
The second book I want to mention is Observing and Measuring Visual
Double Stars by Bob Argyle (editor). This book is not for the casual double
star observer; it's for those of us who find double stars fascinating and want
to learn their secrets (orbits, periods, etc.). The book is new this year. The
book has multiple authors, by chapter and covers stars that are observable
with amateur instruments, and discusses the equipment that's needed to
measure the separation and position angle of star pairs. Like variable stars
(see aavso.org), the amateur can gather important scientific data on double
stars and make a real contribution.
Again, this book isn't cheap at $39.95, but it includes a CD with double star
databases and software for reducing data that you gather at the eyepiece.
If you're into double stars, this book should find a place on your bookshelf.
Texas Star Party

May Meeting Program
Triple Nickel “Neutrinos and the
Sudbury Nuetrino Observatory”.
Triple will discuss the latest
findings on neutrinos, and show a
video of his trip to the Sudbury
Neutrino Observatory in Canada
me to re-align the whole rig. This year, I'll still have
electronics, but it'll be battery operated, so there will be
fewer opportunities for power glitches.
I've been noticing that Cononado has a new, small, solar
telescope called the PST (personal solar telescope). For
a while, Coronado has been at the Texas Star Party, so
I'm hoping that they show up this year and bring a PST
with them.
Also, TeleVue has a new 60 mm refractor. I haven't seen
one of these, but may get a chance to see one this year.
The TSP is an observing event, mostly. The skies last
year were excellent and the temperature was a bit
warmer than normal. All things considered, it was an
excellent observing time. Let's keep our fingers crossed
for this year. I hope to see you there.
Congratulations
Congratulations to Steve Goldberg for his award at the
last meeting recognizing his contribution as webmaster.
Outstanding job, Steve. Jay Levy also received an
observing award at the last meeting, and will have to
find a place on his cap for his new pin.

Until next time...
clear skies and new moons!

..Bill

The Texas Star Party is coming up next month. I can't wait!! I always have
a great time out at the TSP, and I'm really looking forward to it this year.
I've not had many observing opportunities yet this year -- clouds, rain, other
commitments, and so on have gotten in the way. It's time, though, to start
making a list of the stuff I'm going to bring and checking things out. In theory,
I'll be bringing less stuff this year. I'll bring the same telescope, but a simpler
mount. Last year I had my small Losmandy mount at the TSP, with its goto electronics. It worked extremely well, but a couple of power glitches forced
GuideStar, Page 6

Sciencecraft
by Patrick L. Barry and Tony Phillips
Probes that can distinguish between “interesting” things and “boring”
things are vital for deep space exploration, say JPL scientists.
Along with his colleagues in NASA’s Space Technology 6 Project (ST6),
JPL’s Steven Chien is working to develop an artificial intelligence
technology that does just that. They call it the Autonomous
Sciencecraft Experiment, and it’s one of many next-generation satellite
technologies emerging
from NASA’s New Millennium Program.

The Autonomous Sciencecraft
technology that will be tested as
part of NASA’s Space Technology
6 mission will use artificial
intelligence to select and transmit
only the scientifically significant
images.

As humanity expands its
exploration of the outer
solar system-or even
neighboring solar systems!-the probes we send
suffer from two unavoidable handicaps. First,
commands radioed by
mission scientists on
Earth take a long time to
reach the probe: six hours
for the planned New
Horizons mission to
Pluto, for example.

Second, the great distance
also means that data
beamed back by the probe
trickles to Earth at a
lower bandwidth-often
much less than an old
28.8 kbps modem. Waiting for hundreds or thousands of multimegabyte scientific images to download could take weeks. And often
many of those images will be “boring,” that is, they won’t contain
anything new or important for scientists to puzzle over. That’s certainly not the most efficient way of using a multi-million dollar probe.

images indiscriminately,” says Arthur
Chmielewski, one of Chien’s colleagues
at JPL.
Indeed, that’s what Chien’s software
does. It looks for things that change. A
mission to Jupiter’s icy moon Europa,
for instance, might zero in on newlyformed cracks in the ice. Using artificial intelligence to set priorities, the
probe could capture a complete movie of
growing fractures rather than a single
haphazard snapshot.
Until scientists can actually travel to
deep space and explore distant worlds
in person, they’ll need spacecraft “out
there” that can do some of the thinking
for them. Sciencecraft is leading the
way.
Learn more about Sciencecraft at
nmp.nasa.gov/st6. Kids can make a
“Star Finder” for this month and learn
about another of the ST6 technologies
at spaceplace.nasa.gov/st6starfinder/
st6starfinder.htm .
This article was provided by the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, California
Institute of Technology, under a
contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Even worse, what if one of those images showed something extremely
“interesting”-a rare event like a volcanic eruption or an unexpected
feature like glaciers of methane ice? By the time scientists see the
images, hours or days would have passed, and it may be too late to tell
the probe to take a closer look.
But how can a probe’s computer brain possibly decide what’s “interesting” to scientists and what’s not?
”What you really want is a probe that can identify changes or unique
features and focus on those things on its own, rather than just taking
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Observatory Duty Roster
by Michael B. Dye, Observatory Chairman
This is the duty list for April, May and June. If you are listed in this roster, please be sure to contact your supervisor for any information that
you may need and the date and time to be at the site. You may change from site duty to open house or from open house to site duty by prearrangement with the Site Supervisor for that month. Changes between months require Observatory Chairman coordination.
April Supervisor ............................... Matt Delevoryas .............. 713-662-2939
Jerod Kendrick .................................... Site
Robert Kuna ......................................... Members Observatory Night
04-10-04
Jay Levy ................................................ Site
Mary Lockwood .................................... Members Observatory Night
04-10-04
Christopher Mendell ........................... Site
John Missavage .................................... Site
Larry Mitchell ....................................... Members Observatory Night
04-10-04
Mark Mulrooney .................................. Site
Ben Negy, Jr. ....................................... Site
May Supervisor ................................ Preston
Debbie Moran ....................................... Site
Johnny Norris ...................................... Site
Richard Nugent .................................... Members
Ralph Overturf ..................................... Site
Don Pearce ............................................ Members
Sim Picheloup ....................................... Members
Scott Poteet ........................................... Site
Leonard Raif ......................................... Site
Henry Schneider ................................. Site

Engebretson ..... 713-270-9574
Observatory Night

05-8-04

Observatory Night
Observatory Night

05-8-04
05-8-04

June Supervisor ............................... Matt Delevoryas .............. 713-662-2939
Linda Sternbach .................................. Site
Larry Wadle .......................................... Site
Mark Watson ........................................ Members Observatory Night
06-12-04
Tom Williams ........................................ Site
Barbara Wilson .................................... Members Observatory Night
06-12-04
Buster Wilson ....................................... Members Observatory Night
06-12-04
Warren Wundt ..................................... Site
John Blubaugh ..................................... Site
Ken Carey ............................................. Site
Please remember that Site work can be done anytime and does not have to be done just before Members Observatory Night. Contact your
Site Supervisor for details. Names are selected for Site Duty using the current Alphabetical listing for Observatory Key Holders. If any member
knows of a conflict please call me before your name is listed.
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Winter Star Party (WSP) Odyssey 2004
by Arnie & Sue Kaestner
The WSP held Feb. 16 thru 21 at mile marker 34.2 in
the Florida Keys was filled with 600 amateur astronomers for its 20th anniversary. Sue and I made
the odyssey (1300 plus miles) in our Odyssey visiting friends on the way to and from the site. My
hopes were to observe a lot of winter Herschel
objects; I’ve observed all of the spring, summer, and
fall objects, mostly from TSP. I wondered how a site
only feet from the Atlantic Ocean/Florida Straits
would work; the site is so different from the Prude
Ranch. Also, it seemed like a struggle to leave at
this busy time for us. When I mentioned the possibility to Buster Wilson, he simply said “just go for
it” - and we did.
The weather was a problem, with only three partly
clear nights, including one with high winds and one with moderate dew. I hunt for my Herschel
objects the old fashioned way, with a Star Atlas, and it was very difficult under those conditions. A lot
of time was spent enjoying looking through “sucker holes”. More folks looked through my 12 1/2 “ f/5
Portaball than at all the TSPs combined. Turns out there were seven Portaballs there! Quite a few
folks came from Germany, England and 5 other foreign countries, often without their scopes. So
instead of keeping my nose to the starcharts, I enjoyed more visiting and being visited. The seeing
along a wide band of the ecliptic was very stable at times, and I enjoyed my best ever views of Saturn,
Jupiter and the Orion Nebula. At the Friday afternoon door prize drawing my luck changed and I won
a 5 mm Nagler Type 6 eyepiece. That night, the eyepiece allowed me to see Saturn as never before
and the E and F stars in the Trapezium clearly for the first time. I was a happy camper!
My thoughts on the WSP. The green grass and lack of dust were nice. The seeing was excellent in
spots. The friendly atmosphere was palpable, perhaps due in part to the compact nature of the site.
The drawing for many generous prizes was done only once, on Friday afternoon, with Bob
Summerfield adding his usual enthusiasm. This seemed much better than two drawings late in the
evenings, after key speakers. On the other hand, the presentation room was very small, surprisingly
so. There was light pollution up to 30 degrees to the East (Marathon) and even more so to the
WestNorthWest due to Key West. I was disappointed the southern horizon seemed always in a cloud
bank so the Southern Cross, Eta Carina and even Omega Centauri were poorly visible, if at all, on all
but the windy night. Bottom line, one can’t count on the weather there and a lot of excellent seeing,
but it is a well run, fun experience - like we have come to expect at TSP.
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Logo Sales
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Please note the prices for the books listed below. They are all
new and will go fast on a first come, first served basis.
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Observe the Herschel II Guide $17.00
Observe and Understand the Sun $14.00
Astronomy, The Teachers Handbook $12.00
ALPO’s Mars Observer’s Handbook $12.00
Observe Variable Stars $17.00
Observe Eclipses $17.00

t
t
t
t
t
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Orders will be taken for the 16 inch Levy Planisphere. It will sell
for $24.00 prepaid.
The prices all include taxes. All checks should be made out to
HAS for the correct amount, and mailed to Judy Dye, 12352
Newbrook, Houston TX 77072-3910. If there are any questions,
please call. Our phone number is 281-498-1703.
Judy Ann Dye
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Special "Help" Volunteers
Any member who wants specific information on a subject listed below
may call the individual listed. If you have a moderate knowledge of a
special subject and would be happy to have others ask you about that
subject, let the editor know and your subject, name and phone will be
listed in GuideStar in the future. Note that we have listed a few possible
areas where you might volunteer, but, of course, you are not limited to
these. You can also have a specialty which is a sub-group of another.
Note that the number of names for any subject is not limited to only one
person. Also see the "Ad Hoc Committee Chairpersons" on the inside
front cover and the "Special Interest Groups Listing article.
Subject
Name
Phone
Asteroids .............................. Barbara Wilson ........ 281-933-1289
Astrometry ........................... Richard Nugent ........ 713-910-5945
Astrophotography ................ Steve Goldberg ......... 713-721-5077
Beginning in Astronomy ....... Peggy Gilchrist ........ 281-443-8773
.............................................. Amelia Goldberg ...... 713-721-5077
Comets .................................. Kenneth Drake ......... 936-890-3735
.............................................. Don Pearce ............... 713-432-0734
Computers ............................ Matt Delevoryas ..... 713-795-0808
.............................................. Leland Dolan ............ 713-688-0981
.............................................. Ricardo Palmeira ...... 713-669-1409
Cosmology ............................ Ricardo Palmeira ...... 713-669-1409
Deep Sky .............................. Larry Mitchell ......... 281-448-8700
.............................................. Barbara Wilson ........ 281-933-1289
Double Stars ......................... John Blubaugh ......... 713-921-4275
Drawing (Sketching) ............. Scott Mitchell .......... 713-461-3020
Herschel Objects ................... Larry Mitchell ......... 281-448-8700

History, Astro'y - General ... Leland Dolan ............ 713-688-0981
.............................................. Ricardo Palmeira ...... 713-669-1409
History, Astro'y - Amateurs Tom Williams .......... 713-526-2868
Mathematics, Astronomical . Richard Nugent ........ 713-910-5945
Messier Objects .................... Novice Committee (see
Photometry ........................... Open
Radio Telescopes .................. John Hiatt ................ 713-464-4010
Satellites, Artificial ............... Open
Solar Observing ..................... Larry Mitchell ......... 281-448-8700
Spectroscopy ........................ Open
Thin Crescent Moons ........... Don Pearce ............... 713-432-0734
Telescopes ............................ Clayton Jeter ........... 281-573-1337
Variable Stars ........................ Barbara Wilson ........ 281-933-1289
.............................................. Tom Williams .......... 713-526-2868
Video ..................................... Larry Mitchell ......... 281-448-8700
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Observatory Corner
By Michael B. Dye Observatory Chairman

This month I have a number of things to write about.
First on my list is the story behind the reason we
have to shift from Charmin Tissue to a single ply
bathroom tissue. Some history first. About 1989 (I
think) the Society installed two Septic tanks at the
Observatory Site so that we could have a working
bathroom at the Observatory Site. This system has
worked fairly well since the time of installation. It
also seems that we should have been pumping some
residue from the two tanks every six or seven years. This we have not
been doing. We have had the system from 1989 till now, approximately
15 years. This means we should have cleaned the tanks at least twice.
Anyway the long and short of it came to a head when about 60 scouts
showed up and started using the system, our overworked system
collapsed. We had to pay $350.00 to have a man come out and pump
about 1500 gallons of fluid and solids (polite description) from the tanks
so that the bathroom would work again. The person who did the
pumping also suggested that we should not be using two ply tissue, but
single ply tissue as the single ply dissolves better than the two ply stuff.
This will help keep the pipes from clogging up with solids (again a polite
description). What we learned form this incident is that now we will
use single ply tissue and get the tanks pumped out about every seven
years or so. This will help prevent repeat incidents of this nature.
The second thing I have to talk about is the painting of the Observatory
building. We still need volunteers for this activity. The paint date is
set for April 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th. With the 5th to be used as the cleanup
date. If you want to help us with this activity please call or E-mail me.
I am disappointed to say that nobody contacted me last month to help
with this activity. I am hopping that I will have a better response this
month. I do realize that the second of April is the first Friday of April
and is the General Meeting date. We are planning to quit early and
come into town and attend the meeting and then go back out to the
Observatory Site that night so we can get an start early Saturday
morning. As of this time I have two volunteers (three including me)
who are working on this activity. We will need members to help
assemble and disassemble scaffolding, sand blast and paint. We will be
using a rented sand blaster to clean the walls and iron works and will
paint the Observatory with a primer and sealing coat. Contact
numbers/address are the end of this article.
The next item is the Observatory Lawn Mower. We bought this item
back in 1992 and believe it or not it has lasted all this time with one
major repair (under warranty) and a lot of minor repairs (by Robert
Rogers). Bob has changed and sharpened the blades so often, I am
fairly sure he has lost count. Unfortunately last year was the last year
for the site riding lawn mower. The mower steering assembly has
finely quit and repairs would be prohibitive. I am asking the
membership to donate money to the Observatory Committee for a new
Lawn Mower. This year I am looking at getting a John Deere. The
cost will be between $1,700.00 to $2,000.00. If anyone knows of a less
expensive John Deere please let me know. I don’t want to get a used

riding mower, because that way we don’t
get a warranty and we do inherit someone
else’s problems.
The last item I want to talk about is the
Annual Picnic. This year it will be on
September the 18th. The moon will set at
22:06 (according to Matt Delevoryas), but
the good news is that the New Moon was
on the 14th. This means that this is only
a four-day moon, which should not be too
much of a problem. The reasoning behind
choosing the 18th was that (a) August is
too hot, (b) October has Astronomy Day,
(c) the 4th of September (Members
Observatory Night) was Labor Day
Weekend and (d) the 11th was prime Night
and nobody liked that date. Please make
plans now to attend the Annual Picnic
and help make the activity a success this
year.
The contact numbers I promised are
Home E-mail: mbdye@aol.com
Work E- mail: mbdye@rice.edu
Home Phone: 281-498-1703
Work Phone: 713-348-6317
The Society continues to benefit from
members who shop at Randalls and now
Kroger’s. For this we (the Society)
thanks you. Please link your Randalls
card to the Houston Astronomical Society
so that the society can benefit from the
Randalls program. Our number is #6618.
This is very easy to do, just go to the
Courtesy Booth and tell the person there
what you what to do. If you shop at
Kroger, we now have a card available (at
the General Meeting) that you present at
the cash register when you check out.
We can thank Joe Khalaf for his efforts in
getting the cards.
Please fill out the appropriate log
form when you use the site. Remember we use these forms as attendance
records and to report Observatory Site
problems such as broken toilets.

General Membership Meeting
The Houston Astronomical Society holds its regular monthly General
Membership Meeting on the first Friday of each month, unless rescheduled due to a holiday. Meetings are in Room 117 of the Science and
Research Building at the University of Houston. A Novice Presentation
begins at 7:00 p.m.. The short business meeting and featured speaker
are scheduled at 8:00 p.m. Also typically included are Committee Reports,
Special Interest Group Reports, current activity announcements, hardware reviews, an astrophotography slide show by members and other
items of interest. Parking is NOW across from Entrance 14, by the
stadium.

Board of Directors Meeting
The Board of Directors Meeting is held on dates scheduled by the board at 7:00 p.m.
at the University of St. Thomas. Information provided to GuideStar will be published.
The meetings are open to all members of the Society in good standing. Attendance
is encouraged.

Downtown

P - Free Parking
I-45

Scott

US 59

S&R - Science &
Research Building
Cullen

Elgin
Holman
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S&R

P
Wheeler

Calhoun

GuideStar Information
The H.A.S. GuideStar is published monthly by the Houston Astronomical Society.
All opinions expressed herein are those of the contributor and not necessarily of
Houston Astronomical Society. The monthly Meeting Notice is included herein.
GuideStar is sent via bulk rate mail to Regular, Student, and Honorary Members
of H.A.S., selected individuals and recent visitors to the General Membership
Meeting. Contributions to GuideStar by members are encouraged. Electronic
submission is helpful. Submit the article in text, MS-Word format via email
BillP10566@aol.com. Copy must be received by the 15th of the month for inclusion
in the issue to be mailed near the end of the same month. Or, bring copy to the General
Membership Meeting and give it to the Editor, or phone to make special
arrangements.
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